














 

 
 

Conference Dinner Social
Texas State Aquarium 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 
7:00pm-11:00pm 

 
Experience an underwater adventure... 

 
All conference participants are invited to attend our 
conference dinner social.   Great opportunity to visit 
with friends, network with colleagues, and make new 
acquaintances.  Enjoy good food, great music and first 
class entertainment!    
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History 
The Texas State Aquarium is located in 
Corpus Christi, Texas near the Harbor 
Bridge on 6.3 acres of land.  The idea to 
build the aquarium first started in 1969 
when the Junior League of Corpus 
Christi and the local Jaycees form a 
coalition creating the Gulf Coast 
Zoological and Botanical Society whose 
purpose would be to build the local 
aquarium.  After many years of hard 
work and fundraising, the Texas State 
Aquarium (TSA) opens its Gulf of 
Mexico Exhibit Building to the public on 
July 6, 1990.  In 2001, TSA breaks 
ground on Dolphin Bay, the largest 
expansion since the Grand Opening, 
with over $10 million in private 
donations raised.  This new expansion 
took three years to complete, but was 
well worth the wait as it opened to rave 
reviews in 2003.  However, the 
renovations didn’t end there.  In 2007, 
the first phase of a three-year renovation 
was completed with the opening of the 
Hawn Wild Flight Theater, and TSA 
began extensive renovations of the sea 
turtle exhibit. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Texas State Aquarium 
2710 N. Shoreline Blvd 
Corpus Christi, TX 78402 
 
Phone: 1-800-477-GULF 
www.texasstateaquarium.org 
 
 
 
 
 
Exhibits 
Thousands of animals representing over 
300 species are found within 700,000 
gallons of fun and fascination. Watch 
sharks and sea turtles live among 
snapper, tarpon, redfish and grouper in 
Islands of Steel and then get up close and 
personal with Atlantic bottlenose 
dolphins in Dolphin Bay. Meet the frisky 
inhabitants of Otter Creek and really get 
your hands wet in Living Shores! Then 
dare to enter the mysterious world of the 
Amazon rainforest where you will 
encounter poison-dart frogs, fresh-water 
stingrays and boa constrictors. Immerse 
yourself in Floating Phantoms and see 
jellyfish from around the world.  
 
Parking 
Parking for the Tejas LEE Dinner Social 
will be free.
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The Texas State Aquarium is about a half mile from the Radisson Corpus Christi Beach 
and the Quality Inn & Suites on the Beach hotels, and 4 miles from the Holiday Inn 
Emerald Beach.  
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Points of Interest: Corpus Christi is a cosmopolitan city with many attractions.  
Just a few are listed here.  Check with your hotel for more options. 
 

Aransas National Wildlife Refuge:  Located about 70 miles northeast of 
Corpus Christi, this park is the winter home of the endangered Whooping 
Crane, the tallest birds in North America.  The Refuge is home to a large 
variety of wildlife.   
 
Beaches:  Corpus Christi has two beaches near downtown:  McGee beach, 
located on Shoreline Blvd, and Corpus Christi Beach, located next to the 
USS Lexington.  Corpus beaches are typified by super-fine sand, crystal 
clear water and nice breezes. 
 
Causeway: At 234 feet tall, this Corpus landmark spans the ship channel. 
 
Corpus Christi Museum of Science and History:  A family museum 
located near downtown that collects and preserves natural and cultural 
history with a South Texas focus. 
 
Harbor Playhouse:  A non-profit community theater known for using 
local talent in high quality productions. 
 
King Ranch/Kingsville:  With over 825,000 acres, the King Ranch is the 
largest in the United States.  Tours are offered daily.  The ranch is about a 
30 minute drive from Corpus Christi.   
 
Minor League Baseball:  The Corpus Christi Hooks are the double A 
affiliates of the Houston Astros.  The Hooks play at Whataburger Field in 
downtown Corpus Christi only minutes from the conference hotels.  The 
Hooks have a home stand from July 25-31. 
 
Nina, Maria and Santa Maria:  Replicas of the three ships sailed by 
Columbus to the New World were sailed from Spain to the US during the 
500th anniversary of his voyage in 1992.  These three ships are on 
permanent display in Corpus Christi, one at the marina and two at the 
Museum of Science and History. 
 
Padre Island National Seashore:  Located Southeast of Corpus Christi, 
this park is part of the National Park System.  It is part of the largest 
barrier island in the world.  The park has over 60 miles of undeveloped 
seafront property.  Activities include beachcombing, biking, camping, 
fishing and sea turtle releases. 
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Selena Museum:  Opened in 1998, this museum is a tribute to Corpus 
Christi native daughter and Tejano singer icon, Selena Quintanilla.  The 
collection includes her red Porsche, stage outfits, awards and other 
memorabilia. 
 
South Texas Botanical Gardens: Now considered one of the city's five 
major visitor attractions.  Nature enthusiasts will be sure to enjoy the 
Exhibit House, the Orchid Greenhouse, the Bird/Butterfly trail, as well as 
the numerous flower gardens. 
 
Texas Treasure Cruise Boat:  This gaming cruise ship has twice daily 
departures from Port Aransas. 
 
USS Lexington:  The USS Lexington is an aircraft carrier that saw 
extensive service in the Pacific during World War II through the Vietnam 
War.  It has now been converted into a museum.  The ship boasts 20 
aircraft and an IMAX theater. 
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American Reading Company 
201 South Gulph Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
866-810-BOOK 
www.americanreading.com 
 
 
 

Arte Público Press 
452 Cullen Performance Hall  
Houston, TX 77204-2004  
1-800-633-ARTE 
www.arte.uh.edu 
 
 
 

Beehive Specialty 
8701 Wall St. Suite 900 
Austin, TX 78754 
512-912-7940 
www.beehivespecialty.com 
 
 
 

Macmillan McGraw-Hill 
Glencoe 
220 East Danieldale Road 
Desoto, TX  75115 
(800) 442-9685   
www.mhschool.com 
 
 
 

 
Milo Educational Books 
P.O. Box 41353           
Houston, Texas 77241-1353 
(888) 640-MILO (281) 477-3232 
www.miloeducationalbooks.com 
 
 
 

Liberty Source/Tango Software 
2101 S I-35  Suite 410 
Austin, TX  78741 
512.416.7774 
www.tango-software.com 
 
 
 

Vego Editorial 
1121 Swallow Ave., Ste. 4 
McAllen, TX  78504 
956-627-0769 
www.vegoeditorial.com 
 
 
 

Wireless Generation 
55 Washington Street, Suite 900 
Brooklyn, NY 11201-1071 
212-213-8177 
www.wirelessgeneration.com 
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A special thank you to: 
 

A & D Gauging 
707 E Park Lane 
Freer, TX  78357 

 
for the donation of the conference decorations and door prizes. 
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See you next year!! 

Look for more details on our 
website soon!! 

2009 Summer Conference 
Education Service Center Region 20 

San Antonio, TX 
August 6-7 




